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(g) Playing surface. 


(57) A playing surface includes a representation 
surface (16) and a dice trough (18) adjacent to 
the representation surface. A rim (20) is located 
adjacent to the dice trough, with the dice trough 
being interposed between the rim and the rep- 
resentation surface. The rim may be in the form 
of a lean rest. A transparent barrier (24) is 
interposed between the dice trough and the 
representation surface. 
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lined with marble tiles 36. Upright chip holders 38 are 
provided adjacent to the safe 30. The stand 14 has 
foot rests 40 and legs 42 which are adjustable to en- 
sure that the playing surface is level. Shelves 44 are 
provided within the stand 14 and doors (not shown) 
are used to control access to the shelves. The com- 
puter and its associated equipment are supported on 
the shelves 44. 

In use, the game is controlled by a croupier who 
stands behind the table. The croupier enters the re- 
sults obtained by a throw of the dice into the computer 
via the key pad 34. The computer with its own specific 
software programme then indicates the pay outs to be 
made on the display screen, in addition, the computer 
controls the lights under the representation surface 16 
so that the pay-out zones on the representation sur- 
face are illuminated. The croupier also enters via the 
key pad the amount of money (chips) which he col- 
lects in and pays out to the players into the computer. 
The computer can then provide a printed report and 
a statistical analysis of the results obtained and of the 
amount of money collected and paid out during play. 
The computer therefore provides a running total of the 
bank balance and a history report of the game at any 
one time. 

It will be appreciated that many modifications or 
variations of the invention are possible without depart- 
ing from the spirit or scope of the invention. For exam- 
ple, the game need not be computerised and a less 
elaborate portable version 10.1 of the playing table 
can be used. One such version is shown in figure 6 in 
which rim 20.1 is not upholstered and is an integral 
part of the playing surface and provides chip racks for 
each layer zone. The legs and foot rests 14.1 are de- 
tachable for easy storage and transportation. The 
playing table 10.1 has a representation surface 16.1, 
a dice trough 18.1, transparent perspex barrier 24.1 
and a mirror surface 26.1. This version 10.1 may be 
coin-operated. 


Claims 


5. The playing surface of any of the above claims in- 
cluding a barrier interposed between the dice 
trough and the representation surface. 

5 6. The playing surface of claim 5 wherein the barrier 
is transparent. 

7. The playing surface of any of claims 2 to 6 includ- 
ing a mirror surface interposed between the rim 

w and the dice trough. 

8. The playing surface of any of the above claims 
wherein the surface of the dice trough is ceramic, 
stone or glass. 

1S 

9. The playing surface of any of the above claims 
wherein the representation surface has a repre- 
sentation of a game on it 

20 10, The playing surface of any of the above claims 
wherein at least part of the representation surface 
is transparent so that it can be illuminated by illu- 
minating means located below the representation 
surface. 

25 

11. The playing surface of any of the above claims in- 
cluding racks for tokens. 

12. The playing surface of any of the above claims in- 
30 eluding at least one storage container. 

1 3. The playing surface of any of the above claims in- 
cluding an electronic keypad which can be con- 
nected to a computer. 

35 

14. The playing surface of any of the above claims in- 
cluding a stand or legs for supporting the playing 
surface. 

40 


1. A playing surface including a representation sur- 
face and a dice trough adjacent to the represen- 45 
tation surface, 

2. The playing surface of claim 1 including a rim ad- 
jacent to the dice trough, with the dice trough be- 
ing interposed between the rim and the represen- so 
tation surface. 

3. The playing surface of claim 2 wherein the rim is 
a lean rest 

55 

4. The playing surface of claim 2 or claim 3 wherein 
demarcated player zones are provided on the rim. 

3 



EP 0 512 788 A1 



32 
.1 


*0 


24 


34 


30 








1 

l 


1 

■ 4 

1 t 


i j 

F IGURt 

3 


40 


42 


.J 


9 



EPO 512 788 A1 





DOPMJW» ;sc 

H 




a- 


c::: 






■ 

■ 

■ 







OQQ 


ZCao ^ 



liiH 



^1 

SPLIT 
BET 



<•> 






BP 0 512 788 A1 


European Patent 
Office 


EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 


A? pfc cation Number 


EP 92 30 4026 


DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 


Category 

Crtatioa of document with indication, where appropriate, 
of rehevasd pscMges 

Relevant 

CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
AFPUCATION (1st. CI. 5 ) 

Y 

OE-A-3 816 338 (BRDSE) 

* column 1. Hne 64 - line 66; figure 1A * 

1-14 

A63F3/00 

Y 

US- A- 4 247 114 (CARROLL) 

* colustn 2, Una 50 - Una 62; figure 2 * 

1-14 


A 

US- A- 4 813 675 (GREENWOOD) 

* column Z, Una 42 - line 48; figure 6 * 

3 


A 

FR-A-2 377 817 (0ESM0NS) 

* page 1. line 22 - line 24 * 

6 


A 

FR-E-63 791 (MANUFACTURES REUNIES OE GAUF RACES ET 
IMPRESSIONS) 

* page 1, column 0, Una 16 - line 23 * 

6 


A 

US- A- 4 428 680 (PASQUINE) 

* column 1. Una 62 - line 66 * 

6 


A 

US-A-4 807 883 (SILVERMAN) 




* coluwi 5, Hne 44 - Hne 49 * 


TECHNICAL FIELDS 
SEARCHED On*. CI. 5 ) 

A 

US- A- 3 802 708 ( LIBERT) 

* column 3, Una 4 - Una 7 * 

* column 3, Una 26 - Hne 31 * 

10 

A63F 

A 

GB-A-2 173 406 (ARMSTRONG) 
* P«ge 3, Una 5 - Hne 10 * 

13 


A 

US-A-4 669 087 (SHEN ET AL. ) 

* column 1. Hne 51 - Hne 54; figure 1 * 

14 


Tbc present search report has been drawn up far nil claims 




THE HAGUE 


Pa* at wean 

10 JULY 1992 


GLAS J. 


CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS 


X : patticalsil y relevant If taaea alone 
Y : particularly relevant if combined with 

dotaateet of thr uum category 
A : tacaaniogicai haca gjuaad 
O : oee-wrlrten eudosure 
P : intermedial* document 


T ; theory or principle unterlyuig the invention 
E : earlier patent document, hut aahhshed on, m 

mhm th* filing dets 
D : document died is the application 
L : documeat dted f 


* : neater of the i 


9 


r»c tntao a i i 


